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PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME

M GATHERING ¥

+ GATHERING HYMN “Be S#// My Soul” verses 1 & 3
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We remember the presence of the God who identifies Himself
as “I AM” — the One who is the source of all that exists.

We also remember the presence of the one who participates
both in physical existence as well as spiritual existence.

Many ages after the world was created, when God,
in the beginning, formed the heavens and the earth:
long after the great Flood;
some 1o thousand years after the birth of Abrabamy;
fifteen centuries after Moses and the passing over of Israel;
a thousand years after the anointing of David as king;
in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophecy takes note;
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad,
the seven bundred and fifty-second year from the founding of the city of Romse;
the forty-second year of Octavian Augnstus’ rule;
in the sixth age of the world, all the earth being at peace,

Jesus Christ, Eternal God, Son of the Fatbher,
willing to hallow the world by His coming in merey,
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehen of Judea,

God made flesh.

We remember the presence of the spiritual reality which pulls us
toward a living relationship within this total reality. And so we begin

in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

+ APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
The third day He rose again from the dead,
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy Christian church, the communion of saints,

The forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
And the life everlasting. Amen.

+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

Everlasting God, you are our refuge and strength, a shelter in this time
of need. We remember before you today our beloved Kurt. We thank
you for giving him to us to know and love, and for his impact on our
lives. Give us faith to trust that death has a word, but not the last word.
Help us to hang on to the hope we have in Jesus, that there is life after
death and love that endures forever. Console us with your presence—
ease our loneliness, dispel our fears, and revive our hope, through
Jesus Christ. Amen.

¥ WORD ¥

READINGS FROM I CORINTHIANS [ Corznthians 15:20-23; 35-38, 54-55
read by Cherryl Moon Thomason

These readings are from I Corinthians, the resurrection chapter.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of
those who have died. 2! For since death came through a human, the
resurrection of the dead has also come through a human, 22 for as all
die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23 But each in its own

order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to
Christ.

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of
body do they come?” 36 Fool! What you sow does not come to life un-
less it dies. 37 And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is
to be but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But

God gives it a body as he has chosen and to each kind of seed its own
body.

>#When this perishable body puts on imperishability and this mortal
body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be ful-
filled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
% “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your stingr”

Word of God, wotd of life. Thanks be to God.



A READING FROM ROMANS Romans 8:38-39
read by Rev. Brad Urbach

A reading from Romans.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

REFLECTIONS offered by Lori St. Jobn, John Lebmkub!
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READINGS FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN John 14:1-4,; 15:3; 11:25

read by Rev. Brad Urbach

The gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also
in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.

If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again

and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be
also. 4+ And you know the way to the place where I am going.”



13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.

é5]esus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who
believe in me, even though they die, will live...

The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

THE PRAYERS

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray
for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

We pray for your church. We give thanks for how Kurt lived in
response to your promise, glorifying you with his humility, humor,
curiosity and wisdom. We give thanks for Kurt’s years of ministry

that are still bearing fruit. May we too live out of and with a joyful hope

like Kurt’s. Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the well-being of your creation, from the banks of the
Wapsipinicon River in Iowa to the Cannon River in Minnesota and the

HOMILY offered by Pastor Phil Rund
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Missouri in South Dakota. We give thanks for the joy of recreation—
how the focus on the present moment is intensified by sports Kurt
enjoyed like baseball, basketball, and golf. We delight, too, in the
enduring memories, like being the volleyball victors of Camp Okoboji.
Help us in our own lives connect to creation, to each other, and to you.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for peace and justice. Kurt found so many ways, big and small,
to build up people and communities. We give thanks for the kindness
and acceptance he gave to others everyday, and his more formal work
in mental health, mentoring new pastors, or supporting the Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League. Lotd, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for families. We give thanks for the partnerships like Kurt and
Janice’s, that set a shining example of faith and love. Bless and guide us
all in our commitment to and care of one another. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of all grace, we give thanks for all the saints who rest in your love.
We pray for those who mourn. Surround Kurt’s family and friends
with your love, that we may not be overwhelmed by our loss, but have
confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come.
May our memories bless and inspire us. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and forever. Amen.



H SENDING =
+ COMMENDATION

Merciful God, we entrust Kurt to your eternal care.

Look upon him with favor and joy, as a child of your own creation,
a sheep from your own fold,

a sinner you redeemed with love on the cross.

Receive him into your holy presence, into your everlasting peace,
into the light and song of all your saints. Amen.

Grant eternal rest to Kurt, O Lord,
and let light perpetual shine upon him.

+ SENDING HYMN “Thine the Amen” ELW #826

+ BENEDICTION
(based on 2 Corinthians 3:18 and 1 Corinthians 15:56-57)

May the heavenly Father give us a true faith and a sure hope

in Jesus Christ, who gives us the victory over sin and death.

May the Spirit strengthen us, that we who contemplate

the Lord’s glory be transformed in His image

and live as those who believe and trust in the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to eternal life.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
RESURRECTION CELEBRATION Handel’s “Hallelujalh Chorus”

POSTLUDE

You are invited to join the family for a reception in the Christian Life Center.

AL
ar
Bethel

LUTHERAN CHURCH
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
- Isaiah 52:7



